PREFACE

THIS book Is intended primarily for the non-technical
man in the oil trade. The writer has attempted to
give in it the technical data and information required in
every-day dealings in the oil trade, without mixing in a
great mass of more or less purely scientific matter.
Trade rules and specifications have been given where-
ever such exist. The characteristics of the various
oils (or constants as they are sometimes less properly
called) which are given, are the maximum and minimum
values within which most of the samples of oil that will
be met with in practice will lie. In general, values which
represent what might be termed " freaks " have been
omitted. The idea has been to show what values can
reasonably be expected, rather than to show the widest
variations that can exist. In preparing these maximum
and minimum values, determinations of many chemists
have been compared, as published in standard text
such as Lewkowitsch and Allen, in the technical
press, and other sources.
The data on Oriental oils, which are now being im-
ported at Pacific Coast ports, are for the most part
results of work in the author's laboratory. Characteris-
tics of these oils have been given separately from- the
above-mentioned average characteristics. This has been
done because it has been found in many cases that a